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Agriculture across NYC

583 GreenThumb 

Community Gardens/Farms

595 NYCHA Resident 

Gardens 

780 School Gardens 

94 Other Agriculture Sites

_______________________ 

2,052 total Agricultural 

Sites (estimated)

300 acres (121 hectares) 

(estimated)

95% on government property

170+ farmers markets

Agriculture across New York City



Agriculture in New York City 



GreenThumb Community Gardens
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GreenThumb Community Farms 



Community Gardens and Farms



Typical small garden (0.02 ha)



Mid-sized gardens (0.25 ha)



Largest GreenThumb Garden (2 ha) 



School Gardens



School Gardens



Rooftop Farms



Rooftop Farms



Workforce Development & Healthy Food Access 



Workforce Development & Healthy Food Access 



Resident Gardens in Public Housing Developments



Indoor Farming 

& Technology

Indoor Farming and Ag Tech



Indoor Farming and Ag Tech



Agricultural Demonstrations



Agricultural Demonstrations



Agriculture in NYC

• Very permissive via zoning 

• Allowable use in all zoning 

districts 

• No dedicated “agricultural 

district”

• Permitted on 99.9% of 

zoned land in NYC

Land Use in New York City 



• NYC Building Codes:  Outdoor structures, rooftops, indoor 
uses, events, solar  

• NYC Fire Codes: Indoor uses, artificial lighting 

• NYC Health Codes: Bees, chickens, soil health, rodents 

• NYC Financial Requirements: Sales, permitting, 
concessions 

• NYC Environmental Protection: Hydrant access

• NYC Sanitation: Composting 

• NYC Parks Department Rules: Sales, public access, 

• New York State Regulations:  Agriculture & Markets, Health, 
Environmental Conservation, Taxation & Finance 

• Building codes

• Health codes

• Financial regulations 

• Fire codes

• Environmental codes

• Sanitation regulations 

• Parks rules

• New York State 

regulations
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Land Use Compromises



Coexisting with Continued Development



www.nyc.gov/agriculture



Policies and Initiatives Supporting Agriculture  



Urban Agriculture Plan

(proposed)

Office of Urban Agriculture 

(proposed)

• Long-term planning 

• Advisory board 

• Promote urban agriculture  

• Create and implement plan 

• Perform research 

• Set priorities 

• Identify available land 

• Regulatory review 

• Healthy food access 

• Promote resiliency 

Planning for Urban Agriculture 



GreenThumb Community Gardens: More than Food 





Citizen Activism and Neighborhood Reclamation 



GreenThumb’s Decentralized Stewardship Model
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Community Development 
through 
Community Gardening



Community Development through Community Gardening
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GreenThumb gardens and farms are 

public open spaces stewarded by 

volunteers

• Open to public 20 hours per week 

• Must accept new members 

• Must host free events 

• Members decide site design and use

Maximizing Access to Open Space
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Creating and Preserving 

Public Open Space
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From Vacant to Vibrant



From Vacant to Vibrant



From Vacant to Vibrant



• Studio:                  ¥395,000    ($3,600) 

• One Bedroom:      ¥515,000    ($4,700)

• Two Bedrooms:    ¥950,000    ($8,700)

Avoiding Environmental Gentrification



GreenThumb Gardens and Farms in NYC

• 583 community gardens and farms

• 100+ acres (40 hectares)

• 20,000 volunteers  

• 600,000 pounds (272,000kg) of food 

• 30 farm stands

• 16 CSA locations   

• 70% in neighborhoods with low 

fruit and vegetable consumption 



Walk to a Garden 
10-minute walk area

Prioritized by

• Open space access

• Food insecurity 

• Health factors 

• Historical under-

investment





THANK YOU
Bill LoSasso

Director, NYC Parks GreenThumb

william.losasso@parks.nyc.gov

+1  212.602.5301

mailto:William.losasso@parks.nyc.gov

